
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             JANUARY 15, 2017 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 68 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my mind is restless, and I am unsettled.  When 
times like this come to me I tend to wonder what is wrong with 
me, and I look around to find some reason I am restless and 
unsettled.  As I reflect on this, the thought comes to me that 
my mind is restless because something which is distressing to 
me is knocking on the door of my awareness; something from 
my unconscious is being pushed into my consciousness, and so 
I am unsettled.  I believe times like this are times when it 
would be best for me to wait, and watch, and listen.  However, 
these are attributes at which I do not excel.  Since this is true, 
perhaps, then, this is a time for me to trust that you know 
what you are doing, and to rest in your wisdom as best I can. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 1:29-42 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [I Sought the Lord] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert [Let My Life Be Hid in Thee] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Lunch 
         12:00  Session and Deacons 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for January 22, 2017 
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 So far we have received $701 for the Christmas Joy Offering.  
Thank You. 
 Offering Envelops are on the table in the coffee room. 
 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 
Faith Presbyterian Church will be held on January 29, 2017, in the 
sanctuary, as soon as feasible following worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

EPIPHANY 
 

…a sudden, intuitive perception of or 
insight into the reality of or essential 

meaning of something. 
 

…an intuitive grasp of reality through 
something usually simple and striking. 

 
…an illuminating discovery, realization 

or disclosure. 
 

…a moment when you suddenly feel 
that you understand or suddenly 

become conscious of something that is 
very important to you. 

 
…a sudden and striking realization. 

 
 

 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/
mailto:jimrobie2@gmail.com


Ordinary Time – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany (John 1:29-42) 
 I suggest we look at John the Baptist and Jesus as exemplifying two 
related yet different “stages” in mental and emotional development 
which God offers us and cultivates in us. John represents a mode of 
mind marked by the awareness that life is off-target in some way and 
is not very satisfying, perhaps accompanied by feelings like remorse 
or regret, and involving thinking about what we have done or not 
done to create this situation. This awareness is coupled with the effort 
to be different, or do something differently, in order to make our life 
better. It is important to remember that the mind John represents is 
a major leap forward in the development of a person’s life. Until the 
mind that John exemplifies develops in us we will have little self-
awareness and no self-determination. We will basically be the victim 
of our life in that our life will be just what it seems to us, and we will 
be stuck in it with no idea that things can be different and can be 
changed by our effort. The mind that is John’s enables us to work to 
improve life by our own effort. 

Jesus exemplifies a Mind that can reflect on the mind of John, on 
how John’s mind works, and on what John’s mind can and cannot 
accomplish. We have described this as the Mind of God as that Mind 
appears in human life. What this statement means is that this Mind is 
capable of cognition that cannot be accounted for by the way human 
beings are raised. This Mind we see operating in Jesus retains the 
awareness that life is off-target and not satisfying, and also retains the 
effort to be or do differently in order to make our life better. However, 
added to these abilities is the ability to reflect on what is actually 
gained by working to improve our life and get our life together in a 
more satisfying way. Rather than habitually and/or automatically 
working to change the life we have, something we get with the mind 
of John, the Mind that was in Jesus introduces to us the idea of having 
empathy for ourselves with our life not being satisfying, thinking and 
feeling our way into why that is so, learning to appreciate and 
understand the reasons that is so. When we live in John’s mind, we 
pay attention to the experience that we are “sinning,” i.e. are missing 
the mark and do not have the prize we imagined life would bring us; 
the effort is then made to hit the mark and secure the prize. The Mind 
we see in Jesus is about exploring our missing the mark and looking 
carefully at not having the prize we imagined life would bring us, and 
doing so in a curious, sympathetic and appreciative way. The sense of 

evaluating our life that comes with John’s mind is “lifted” in that the 
focus on fixing or correcting our life diminishes, and then is 
supplemented and complimented by an interest in understanding our 
life as it is, sympathetically feeling our way into our life and what makes 
it the way it is. 

When John sees Jesus, he says: “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” The word translated as “world” is a Greek 
word meaning “an orderly arrangement, i.e. decoration.” We generally 
think of the “world” referred to in this verse as something objective, 
the world being the planet on which we live [and the Greek can be 
understood in this way]. However, thinking this way does not make any 
sense out of the definition. What does make sense in terms of the 
definition is to understand “world” as referring to something 
subjective—our interior world is actually an orderly arrangement of 
concepts and constructs which are organized into meaningful patterns, 
and which function like decoration in that the concepts are and can be 
ordered in such a way as to make the “house” of our self feel familiar 
and normal. The Mind that we see in Jesus takes away the “decorative 
construct” that something specific about us is sinful. The word 
translated as “takes away” is the Greek word meaning “to lift;” the 
implication of this word is “to take up” or “to take away.” As to “to take 
up,” this word is referring to changing the focus of our mind from the 
conclusion “we are sinners and are missing the mark,” to a sympathetic 
curiosity as to the how and why of our life being as it is. That is, in a 
thoughtful way, we take up and consider the evaluation that we have 
“missed the mark,” wondering why we think that way and how else we 
might look at what we are considering if we are not evaluating it. As to 
“to take away,” this word refers to the reality that this change of focus 
“takes away” the “decorative construct” that we have missed the mark 
(sinned), and replaces it with curiosity about and interest in whatever 
we are evaluating. What John saw in the person of Jesus is this 
different Mind at work, and he realized its significance. Hence: “Here 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

We mostly live in the mind of John. There is an evaluation or 
comparison running in the background of our mind all the time, and 
life is focused on the effort to stay ahead of and either avoid or 
mitigate that judgment. The assertion of Christianity is that human life 
is most human when we are able to live in the Mind that we see in 
Jesus, where we are allowed to appreciate that we live in this 



evaluative mind-set of John, and where the focus is on 
sympathetically comprehending the forces and factors that make our 
life the way it is. 

In pursuit of inviting others to live with or from this Mind, Jesus 
called disciples [learners]. The way we would experience this call is as 
the urging to be appreciative of the reality that we live in and from the 
mind of John: we are constantly the victim of comparisons and 
evaluations, and are driven by the need to be correct or appropriate. 
The call comes also as the pull to be sympathetic toward the way this 
shapes us. Reflecting in this way on how John’s mind impacts us allows 
us some degree of separation from the way John’s mind shapes our 
life. The reflection creates the opportunity for the Mind that was 
manifest in Jesus to take root in us, and life then changes as a result 
of the shifts which “understanding how our mind is working” 
accomplishes in us. The invitation is to “come and see” what life is like 
inside the Mind manifest in Jesus, to consider his way seriously, to 
explore it and be open to it, and to trust that we will be shown how to 
be appreciative and thoughtful when what we were raised to know is 
how to be critical and make comparisons. 

As we do this, what happened to Peter will happen to us: we will 
be given a new identity, one that is based less on what we or someone 
else thinks we are or should be, and more on who we actually are. 
Names in the Bible are often an indication of a person’s identity or 
reality, much more so than in our time. Simon is a name which has a 
Hebrew root meaning “hearing,” from a root “to hear,” perhaps 
indicating that Simon thought of himself as, or someone else thought 
he was or should be, a good listener. His interaction with the Mind 
manifest in Jesus alters this understanding— “Simon” realizes that he 
also is “Cephas,” a name meaning “the rock,” from a Hebrew root 
meaning “a hollow rock,” from yet another Hebrew root meaning “to 
curve.” “Peter the listener” comes to realize that he is also, maybe 
primarily and essentially, an empty-headed [hollow], thick-headed 
[rock] person, who is twisted or bent and not always so straight-
forward [curve].  As his life unfolds he is able to take this additional 
understanding of himself into account.  If this description of Peter 
sounds harsh, it is not intended to be so. The intent is to be truthful, 
in pursuit of having a more accurate self-image and increased 
integrity. Having some honesty in our self-perception allows us to stop 
thinking of ourselves in an inflated way, and relieves us of the pressure 

to be the ideal person we think we are or should be. The Mind we see 
operating in Jesus will bring us this additional understanding of what is 
true for us, and as we take it into account, it will bring us some humility 
and some congruence, which will change the way we approach 
everyone and everything. 

 [Jim Robie, 1-13-17, Lectionary Cycle A, John 1:29-42] 

 

 


